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Worldwide Timber Traders is a proud 
Western Australian owned and operated 

business supplying the Building and 
Construction industry.  The company is 

located in Bibra Lake, WA.  

This book outlines the past, present and future 
of the company.

This momentous occasion allows us the 
opportunity to thank the people and 

companies who have helped build and shape 
Worldwide Timber Traders to where it is today. 
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Our Vision:

To search the global network for innovative, 
creative, user-friendly products to satisfy the 

expectations and demands of our valued 
customers, based on the concept of brand, 

quality and competiveness in the local 
marketplace and the ability to grow the 

company to meet future demands.



THE History OF 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA
Timber has always been a major construction 
material in Australia.  With the discovery of 
gold in the 1850’s, rapid development 
commenced around the country.  

This led to a surge in demand for building 
materials. While there was abundant access to 
numerous hardwoods in virgin forests, saw 
millers faced numerous challenges including 
the transportation of raw materials.
 
The 1950’s saw the exciting change from 
steam to diesel technology, from axe to 
chainsaw labour, and marked the final days of 
the horse era.  The timber industry relied 
mostly upon the Jarrah forests of the Darling 
Range and the Karri forests of the southwest 
Australia region.  

There was a variety of development stages 
which were heavily dependent on government 
policy and support.  The 1980’s and the 
development of state railways helped grow the 
industry in addition to increasing the demand 
for Jarrah and other timbers.

As timber demands grew, labour issues 
dominated the landscape with the focus  
now on forests, destruction, preservation  
and rehabilitation.
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The post-war period brought about a massive 
population increase in Australia due in large 
part to European migrants.  Many of these new 
settlers brought with them industrial and 
timber-related skills.

Early settlement was heavily-reliant on the 
timber industry.  Naturally, agriculture 
development supported the growing 
population and subsequently, a baby  
boom occurred.

Housing quickly became a priority which led to 
the Commonwealth introducing its first national 
housing scheme, the Commonwealth Housing 
Agreement.  The agreement provided the 

Board with funding to build 20,000 homes in 
10-years – accounting for 41% of housing built 
in Western Australia at the time.  

THE NEED FOR Timber 
Post-War Reconstruction 

 
During this era, many suburbs were 
created solely by the Commission including 
Willagee, Hilton Park, Hamilton Hill, 
Manning, Brentwood, Melville, South Perth, 
Belmont, Redcliffe, Midvale, Innaloo, 
Doubleview and Koongamia. 

Featured housing projects such as 
Coolbellup (1955) attracted many people 

to Cockburn.  From 1951 to 1970 the 
population increased almost sixfold which 
was one of the highest rates of increase in 
the metropolitan area. 

The modern era of suburban Cockburn was 
ushered in by the building of the Phoenix 
shopping Centre; the first of its kind in the 
district.  This was an indication that 
Cockburn was now becoming a 
metropolitan. 

Early settlement 
was heavily reliant 

on the timber  
industry

From 1951 to 1970 the 
population increased 

almost sixfold.
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THE History OF 
WORLDWIDE TIMBER
TRADERS
Cleto (Peter) Guerini and Lloyd Marchesi 
started Timber Traders Cockburn (TTC) in 
1966 with 14 employees – all saw millers. 

The company supplied timber to the housing 
and construction industry. They had two trucks 
for transportation, one for timber and one for 
firewood. 

Later in the same year, the Government 
wanted to expropriate the land at Healy Road 
Hamilton Hill, where TTC’s business was 
located.  This was allowed the extension of 
Cockburn Road.   
 
The business was part of a land swap deal and 
was relocated in 1976 to the 10-acre site at  
179 Barrington Street, Bibra Lake with all 25 
employees.  

The relocation took approximately 10-years to 
negotiate and finalise. At the new site, TTC 
transitioned from a basic saw mill to include a 
drying kiln in 1986/87.

The company supplied roof carpenters and 
builders with Jarrah and Karri.

Brothers Serge and Rob Guerini, Peter’s sons, 
joined TTC in the mid 1980’s bringing their 
expertise in engineering and business 
management.  

In the 1990’s,
there was significant of the timber industry.  
Issues surrounding forest conservation were at 
the forefront of goverment policies.  This made 
planning and managing projects much more 
complex and in-depth.  This resulted in a 
contraction of the industry with access to 
forests and logging operations becoming more 
difficult. 

The Government concluded there were too 
many mills extracting Jarrah and Karri from 
local forests.  This forced implementation of 
strict forest and logging procedures.



Subsequently, WA experienced a 
shortage of timber.  Seeking new 
avenues of growth and sales Peter, 
Lloyd & Herb Moonen, another 
founding partner, established a 
Veneer Plant in 1984/85 and finally, 
decommissioned the mill in 1996.  A 
Panel and Cut division was 
implemented in 1997. 

The truss plant was established in 
1988 by Serge Guerini to utilise 
plantation timber for the prefabrication 
of engineered roof, floor trusses and 
wall frames. 

As the market continued to change, it 
was clear TTC needed to diversify and 
expand operations. This led to 
discussions of a possible merger with 
Worldwide Timber Sales.  

In 2003, TTC merged with Carlo 
Santostefano’s company.  WTS 
focused on supplying wholesale pine 
timber to the furniture industry.  The 
merger between TTC and WTS 
combined both the benefits of 
experience and resources to form 
what is now known as Worldwide 
Timber Traders.  

Worldwide Timber Traders is a proud 
Western Australian-owned company 
with Carlo Santostefano taking the 
helm as CEO; a position he still holds. 

The Steel Truss division commenced operations 
in 2012 adding another dimension to the 
company’s capacity to move with the times and 
meet consumer demands. 

Worldwide Timber Traders offers a wide variety 
of market leading products including engineered 
and natural veneers, timber, MDF, laminates, 
plywood products and composite decking.  The 
company continues to source and supply 
innovated products.

Saw Doctor - Sharpening and Guillotining Circular Saw



17

Australia. By expanding the 
range, the company is able to 
strategically meet the market 

demand in the building and 
construction industry. 

With advancements in the 
timber industry, Worldwide 
Timber Traders continues to 

seek and employ 
qualified and 
trained 
professionals 
including wood 
machinists, plant 
and equipment 
operators, steel and 
timber fabricators. 

On-the-job training 
is an integral part of 
keeping 

these skills viable in 
order for the 

Today, 

the company’s main 
priority is to source 
products from 
Australian suppliers. 
However, international 
markets such as 
Brazil, Spain, South 
Korea, China and 
Malaysia offer 
innovative, 
decorative, functional 
and affordable 
products to meet the 
needs of home owners and 
businesses all over Western 

introduce innovative,  
decorative, functional,  
affordable products to 

meet the needs of home 
owners & businesses.



company to remain at the forefront of  
the industry. 

Worldwide Timber Traders has been adapting 
since its inception in 1966.  Policy and 
economic pressures have forced changes in 
technology that have mechanised the trade.  
As a result, Worldwide Timber Traders’ 
production facilities has expanded and 
become more efficient. 

Various investments have been made 
including highly specialised plant equipment.  
The company operates the largest veneer 
press in Western Australia along with CNCs, 
edgebanders, beam saws, 6-headed 
moulders, spindel moulders, surface planers, 
band saws, multi-ripping saws, 90mm steel 
framing roll former, automated Spyda saws, 
Pryda 12m table press, wall framing 
equipment, plate marker and floor-truss press.    
 
Today, Worldwide Timber Traders has a range 
of over 5,500 products sourced and employs 
over 80 people. The company has numerous 
employess with over 30-years service.

Worldwide Timber Traders products have been 
specified and featured in many prominent 
projects in Perth such as Sir Charles Gairdner 
Hospital, Perth T3 Domestic Airport, Victoria 
Station, Joondalup Hospital and Fiona Stanley 
Hospital.
 
Most recently Worldwide Timber Traders’ 
products were also used on Fremantle Dockers 
Stadium, Crown Casino (Silks, The Riverside 
Room and Crown Hotel), Emirates Perth Airport, 
Wes Farmers Building, Hotel Alex in Northbridge, 
The Como (formerly The Old Treasury Building), 
Curtin University, Heirloom Apartments (formerly 
Woolstores) in Fremantle, Boya Community 
Centre and the Wembley Golf Course.

specified and 
featured in 

prominent projects 
in Perth such as 
Emirates Perth 

Airport, Fremantle 
Dockers Stadium, 
Crown Casino & 
Curtin University



As markets change and 
design demands evolve, 

Worldwide Timber 
Traders continues to 

set the bar high while 
offering cost-effective 

design solutions.



Workmates in the Southwest Bush
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25(L-R) Lloyd Marchesi, Peter Guerini, Serge Guerini, Carlo Santostefano, Alf Ricci



Peter Mauro Guerini
was born on 19th November 1931 in Gordona, Italy. Gordona is a shire 
in the province of Sondrio in the Italian region of Lombardy. With an area 
of 48km2, Gordona is located approximately 90 kilometres north of Milan 
and about 40 kilometres northwest of Sondrio, on the border of 
Switzerland.

Gordona, 1950
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Gordona School, 1950



At the age of 21, Peter left 
Gordona, Italy with around 900 
other Italian migrants destined 
for Fremantle, Western Australia, 
on board the Lloyd Triestino 
Line Ship MV Oceania.  Peter 
legally migrated through the 
Assistated Passage Migration 
Scheme (see pg. 29). 

The passenger ticket was issued 
to Cleto Mauro Guerini on the 31 
January 1952. The ship left from 
Genova on the following day.

Three years later, Maria Giustina 
Tavasci, his fiancée, who 
worked as a hospital nurse and 
hotel maid in Italy, departed 
Genova on 16th September 
1955.  She arrived at the Port of 
Fremantle on 16th October 1955 
expecting to reunite with Peter. 

Unfortunately, Peter was in 
hospital with a broken leg 
having been hit by  

a car.  He recovered 
quickly and they were 
married on 29th

October 1955 in St. 
Jerome’s Church in 
Spearwood. They 
have 2 sons, Serge 
and Rob, and 2
daughters, Sandra 
and Tanya.

Previously, when Peter 
was in Italy he worked 
as a log hauler and 
wood cutter. Once 
disembarked in 
Fremantle his first job 
was in a saw mill. 

Peter held a number 
of jobs during his 
career including 
working in a fertiliser 
factory, construction 
of fences and 
transporating wood.

Peter retired from
Worldwide Timber
Traders in 2001. He
remains on the
Board of Directors.

Peter & Maria Guerini’s Wedding, 1955

Peter & Maria Guerini



29

The Assisted Passage Migration 
Scheme was created in 1945 by the 
Chifley Government and its first 
Minister for Immigration, Arthur 
Calwell, as part of the “Populate or 
Perish” policy.  
 
The scheme was not limited to those 
from the United Kingdom but was 
open to citizens of all Commonwealth 
countries. They were drawn by 
promises of employment and housing, 
a more relaxed lifestyle and a better 
climate. Immigrants needed to be in 
sound health and under the age of  
45 years. 

Initially, there wasn’t any skill 
restrictions, although under the “White 
Australia” policy those from mixed 
race backgrounds found it very 
difficult to take advantage of the 
scheme. The aim of the scheme was 
to substantially increase Australia’s 
population in response to fears of a 
Japanese invasion, and
a new awareness of Australia’s 
vulnerability and unrealised economic 
potential as an under-populated 
country. 

The “Populate or Perish” policy was developed by the 
Curtin Government before the end of World War II.
By late 1944 the Australian Government had begun 
negotiations for assisted immigration programs in the 
post-war years.

Since all Australian political parties supported the “White 
Australia” policy they looked to Britain and northern 
European countries for immigrants in the belief that 
people from these countries would more easily assimilate 
with the Australian community. 

After the war, Australia gradually extended assisted 
passage schemes to immigrants from other countries 
such as the Netherlands and Italy to maintain high levels 
of immigration. It also welcomed refugees from war-torn 
Europe.

The year 1969 was the peak year for the scheme, with 
more than 80,000 people coming to Australia. Schemes 
were gradually phased out in the 1980’s, having 
profoundly influenced the ethnic and cultural makeup of 
the Australian population. Between 1947 and 1954, more 
than 170,000 displaced persons arrived in Australia from 
countries across Eastern and Western Europe.

Peter & Workmates Enjoying Time Off

Passage  
  Migration 
                SCHEME

ASSISTED



Lloyd Cesare Marchesi
was born on 9th December 1934 at the Woodside Maternity Hospital in 
East Fremantle, Western Australia.  He spent his first four years in 
Southern Cross, WA where his father (Gus) and uncle (Mark) with four  
other Italians operated the Butler Gold Mine.

Conducting Site Inspection at Butler Gold Mine in Southern Cross age 5, 1939
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In 1938, his family relocated to Spearwood 
where Lloyd’s father and uncle purchased  
12-acres of land intended for a market garden.

Lloyd attended the Christian Brothers College 
and Fremantle Boys High.  Soonafter, he 
commenced work as a trainee accountant with a 
Perth firm of Chartered Accountants Stowe and 
Stowe (later known as Arthur Andersons).  In 
1956, he obtained his Chartered Accountant 
license and was admitted to the Institute of 
Chartered Accountants on 4th April 1957.  In 
June 1957, he opened an accounting office in 
Market Street Fremantle where Sandrinos Cafe 
now stands.  

Lloyd opened his Fremantle business when 
Stowe and Stowe baulked at the idea of offering 
him a partnership in their Fremantle office.  Lloyd 
enjoyed great success in attracting market 
gardeners and people in the fishing industry to 
his firm, including clients of Francis A. Jones.  
This obviously caught the eye of Mr. Jones, who 
rang Lloyd and made an appointment to visit 
him.  Mr. Jones brought his secretary, Mary, and 
eventually became Lloyd’s wife.  Mr. Jones 
suggested that they merge the two businesses.

Mary Calcei was born in Tuscany Italy and 
migrated to Australia on the Assistated Passage 
Migration Scheme (see pg. 29)  in 1951.  Lloyd 
married Mary on 18th November 1961 and they 
have two daughters Sharon and Tonya.  Sharon, 
a school teacher, has 3 children; 2 boys - 
Kaiden aged 22 and Koen aged 19, and one 
daughter Georgia aged 12.  Tonya, an 
Accountant, has a daughter Brooklyn aged 12 
and a son Jesse aged 9.

After quite a number of meetings with local 
market gardeners, and several informal 
discussions, it was agreed that Lloyd would 
move over to Francis A. Jones & Co. and he and 
Herb Moonen would jointly head up the practice 
Francis A. Jones at 169 High Street Fremantle 
with a staff of six.

This was a busy and prosperous time for the 
new owners of the company.  Herb Moonen 
recalls that a substantial amount of business 
was driven by the subdivision of market gardens 
across Spearwood and surrounding areas, 
through syndication. They enjoyed the 
confidence of many local fishermen and market 
gardeners, and at one stage you could drive 
down Rockingham Road and acknowledge the 
Francis A. Jones’ clients on either side of the 
road.

Completing and lodging tax returns was an 
important part of the business then, as it is 
today, and in 1958 the company charged one 
guinea for a personal income tax return. 

In addition, Lloyd brought with him larger clients 
such as Cicerellos Fish Markets, Rose Hotel and 
Tony Fini the builder who went on to become a 
giant in the industry.  

In 1959, Lloyd and Herb purchased an old 
warehouse and commissioned architects 
Oldfield Knott to design a new building at 158 
High Street Fremantle situated next door to the 
squash courts that would eventually become the 
offices of Francis A. Jones & 
Associates on the ground floor. 



The building which was named Parkview 
Chambers was completed in 1961.

At the start of Rockingham Road 
Hamilton Hill there was a saw mill; the 
owner of whom was a client of Lloyds.  
When this client went to Italy for a 
holiday, he asked Lloyd and Herb to look 
after the operation of the mill during his 
absence.  This became an issue when 
the owner decided to stay in Italy so 
Lloyd and Herb then recruited log hauler 
Peter (Cleto) Guerini to become a 
partner in the saw mill and to manage 
the operations.

In 1969, Lloyd and Herb bought the 
squash courts next to Park View 
Chambers with local real estate agent 
Bob Manners.  The original building was 
architecturally designed by Raymond 
Jones in 1953.  

There were four squash courts, and Bob, 
a part-owner, occupied the front court 
while Francis A. Jones occupied the 
back three.  Bob remained in that office 
until 1975 at which point he sold his 
share to Francis A. Jones.  However, the 
front court was still not taken up by the 
firm – Jim Carroll moved his pathology 
business in there.

In 1970, Hans Moonen – Herb Moonen’s 
son – completed his studies as a 
qualified accountant.  He joined the firm 

Lloyd & Mary

Playing Soccer, 1948



33Lloyd, Mary & Their Two Daughters, Sharon & Tonya

full time and became a junior partner. 
Ray Polglase, who had been with the 
firm since 1968, also became a junior 
partner and the four – Herb Moonen, 
Hans Moonen, Lloyd Marchesi and Ray 
Polglase remained in partnership until 
1975.  Herb Moonen and Lloyd Marchesi 
later expanded their interests, and these 
eventually took them away from the 
accountancy practice.

At Lloyd’s retirement in 1977, there were 
32 Francis A. Jones and Associates’ 
employees making it the largest 
accounting firm in Fremantle. Lloyd 
retired to managing the investments he 
had accumulated.

Lloyd is still involved in the business of 
Worldwide Timber Traders as an active 
member of the Board of Directors.  Other 
businesses which he has been involved 
with include the Baywater Hotel, 
Southern Cross Palace Hotel, Dianella 

Army Cadet aged 18-year old with Friend Laurie Dixon, 1953

Hotel, Girrawheen Multi Cultural Child Care 
Centre, Oxford Sound Lounge, Manjee Milling 
Company, Callawa Pastoral Company, OK 
Stores, Western Ironworks, Quo Vadis Travel, 
House of Ceramics and various property 
developments.

Lloyd was a councillor at the Town of 
Cockburn from 1969 to 1975, a Justice of the 
Peace for the State of Western Australia from 
1972 to 2014, and the Deputy Chairman and 
Trustee of the Fremantle Hospital Research 
Foundation from 1996 to 2013.



Alf Battista Ricci
was born at home at 26 Rockingham Road, Hamilton Hill Western 
Australia on 1st September 1947.  He has two brothers, Luciano 
(deceased) and Domenico, and one sister Mary.  He has one daughter 
Donna who is married to Glen and three grandchildren Ebony, Lauren 
and Luke.

Alf attended St. Jerome’s Primary School in Spearwood, Christian 
Brothers College Fremantle, and St. Ildephonsus College, New Norcia.

St. Jerome’s Primary School has a long history that is firmly rooted in 
the Cockburn area.  About 80 years ago, in 1935, St. Jerome’s Primary 
School’s first classes were conducted in the church on the corner of 
Rockingham Road and Edeline Street, Spearwood. 

In 1978, the School was relocated to its present site on the corner of Troode Street and 
Rockingham Road, Munster and has grown to a diverse, three-stream school catering from 
children from Kindy to Year 6. 

In the early1990’s, St Jerome’s Primary School was a pilot school for an innovative administration 
structure that is widely used in Catholic primary schools today. This innovation sought to alleviate 
the burgeoning stress on principals and to delegate decision making amongst staff.

Alf’s first job was in sales for a subsidiary of Hawker Siddeley called Hawker Siddeley Building 
Supplies Australia located on Rockingham Road, Hamilton Hill. The parent company, Hawker 
Siddeley was a group of British manufacturing companies engaged in aircraft production. Hawker 
Siddeley combined the legacies of several British aircraft manufacturers, emerging through a 
series of mergers and acquisitions as one of only two such major British companies in the 1960s. 

In 1977, Hawker Siddeley became a founding component of the nationalised British Aerospace 
(BAe). Hawker Siddeley also operated in other industrial markets, such as locomotive building 
(through its ownership of Brush Traction) and diesel engine manufacture (through its ownership of 
Lister Petter). The Company was once a constituent of the FTSE 100 Index. 
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Hawker Siddeley Building Supplies was 
eventually taken over by Bunnings.  Alf joined 
the ranks of Timber Traders Cockburn as a 
timber clerk on 7th October 1968 at Healy Road 
Hamilton Hill after being head-hunted by Cleto 
(Peter) Guerini whom he had known for a short 
time. 

Alf had also known Lloyd Marchesi for many 
years. Lloyd was a friend of Alf’s brother.  There 
was a saw mill on site, a small office, some 
racking and a small machine shop with storage 
and drying of timber stacks.

Operations relocated to Bibra Lake in 1976 with 
approximately 25 employees.  The saw mill was 
decommissioned in 1996 and in 1997, the Panel 
and Veneer Operations commenced.  At this 
time, the company employed approximately 20 
people.

Alf became the Timber Manager in 2003 when 
TTC and Worldwide Timber Sales merged. Alf 
became a Director of Worldwide Timber Traders.  
He retired in 2013.

Alf & His Daughter Donna, 1972



Serge Guerini
was born on 21st August 1956 and is a qualified Civil Engineer having 
studied at Curtin University. Before studying for his degree, Serge 
attended Aquinas College.

His first job was as a Site Engineer for Transfield where he worked on 
many projects including the establishment of the resort at Uluru in the 
Northern Territory, as well as the Jabiru Project.

When Serge married Dot Fruyzinski , 35-years ago.  They lived in Port 
Augusta for four years. Both Serge and Dot worked overseas before 
returning to Perth to start a family. Their eldest daughter Lia is a Doctor 
and the youngest Emma is studying Civil Engineering – in her father’s 
footsteps.

Both Serge and his brother, Rob Guerini joined the ranks of Timber Traders Cockburn in the mid 
1980’s.

The truss plant was established in 1988 by Serge Guerini to utilise plantation timber for the 
prefabrication of engineered roof, floor trusses and wall frames. 

The Steel Truss division commenced operations in 2012 adding another dimension to the 
company’s capacity to move with the times and meet consumer demands. 
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Serge’s Daughter Lia & Emma, 2015

Serge’s Extended Family, 2015

Peter, Serge & Family, 2015



Carlo Santostefano
Carlo was born on 18th February 1959 and lived in Kalamunda on an 
orchard.  His family grew vegetables and fruit which were sold to local 
markets. He has three sisters and two brothers including an identical 
twin brother named Rocky. 

The origins of the Santostefano family were founded in Reggio Calabria.
Calabria is at the toe of the “boot” – the extreme south of Italy, lapped by 
the splendid crystal blue Ionian and Tyrrhenian Seas and separated 
from Sicily by the Strait of Messina. 

Carlo’s Father, Guisseppe, was an orchard farmer and his mum, Maria, 
lived in Reggio Calabria. His dad immigrated to Australia in 1951 
Assistated Passage Migration Scheme (see pg. 29) and worked at 
James Hardie industrial supply in Rivervale for over 25 years. Guisseppe 

unfortunately passed away at the age of 52 and is survived today by Maria, who is a very healthy 
and active 83-year old.

Carlo attended Kalamunda Senior High School from 1974 to 1978 and then started his four-year 
apprenticeship as a trade mechanic for John Motors in Kalamunda. At the age of 21 with his Trade 
Certificate in hand, Carlo commenced employment as a Second-in-Charge at Gromart Plastics who 
employed more than 250 people. 

Carlo supervised 11 people in the engineering department and was responsible for maintaining all 
site machinery. In 1989, he went to work for a paper manufacturing company and ran their 
production plant for two years. In 1994, Worldwide Timber Sales was born in the lounge room of 
the family home. The company was involved in wholesale pine timber supplying the furniture 
industry. In 1995, the company moved to new premises in Maddington for one year and
in 1996, moved to larger premises on President Street, Welshpool.  In 1997, the company moved 
again to larger premises which were located at Division Street Welshpool and remained there for 
two years. 

In 1999, the company moved into larger offices and increased warehouse space in Railway 
Parade, Cannington. The company focused on the pine industry, panel and decoration.  Carlo was 
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self-employed from the age of 29 until February 2003 when a merger took place between TTC and 
WTS to become Worldwide Timber Traders.  Carlo was introduced to his partner Gena by his best 
mate, Trevor Gill, over 30-years ago. They have three children together, James, Sean and Belinda.

James and Sean both currently work for Worldwide Timber Traders – James in Sales and Sean in 
the Panel & Cut division.  Carlo’s interests are mainly mechanically-based such as refurbishing old 
vehicles but also enjoys fishing and travelling.

(L-R) Sean, James, Gena, Carlo & Belinda Santostefano
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In producing Accoya® wood, the chemical structure of the wood is modified from the surface to 
the core, providing a class leading durable and exceptionally stable product.  Accoya® wood is 
fast becoming the material of choice for exterior applications and can be used for virtually 
anything, from windows to doors, decking to cladding and siding, and even for applications 
which were once only feasible with non-sustainable materials

Accoya® wood is suitable for cladding, siding and façades and is the ideal choice where aesthetics 
and less frequent maintenance are critical. 

The dimensional stability, durability of Accoya® wood confirms a decreased overall life cycle cost.  
The dimensional stability provides for more design flexibility on board width, thickness, joints and 
coating colours including black. The durability provides for an exceptional service life.

Accoya® wood has been tested over prolonged periods in all types of weathering conditions — 
above ground, below ground and even in water for 20 years — and has been proven to withstand 
the toughest of external environments. 

The exceptional durability and dimensional stability mean that Accoya® wood requires significantly 
less maintenance, because paints and stains stay where they belong: on the wood.  In fact, test 
results between Accoya® wood and unmodified wood constantly prove that coatings last up to 3 
times as long on Accoya® wood.  Comprehensive use guides, certification documents, test reports 
and project examples can be found at accoya.com

Content provided by Accoya®, through Britton Timbers Australia  | Image provided by Britton Timbers Australia
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American White Oak
American White Oak is a hardwood common throughout the eastern United States.  The name 
‘white oak’ encompasses numerous species, eight of which are commercially available as timber. 
Very similar in appearance and colour to the European Oak, American White Oak has light-
coloured sapwood and a light to dark brown heartwood.  White Oak is mostly straight grained with 
a medium to coarse texture, with longer rays and more figure than American Red Oak. It has large 
distinctive growth rings, and some medullary rays may be present.

American White Oak is used for a wide range of applications, including shipping and boat building, 
flooring, architectural joinery, exterior joinery, railways sleepers and timber bridges due to its 
strength and resistance to decay.  It is also an excellent timber for high-grade furniture, interior 
woodwork and paneling.  Because of its impermeability, the timber is suitable for vats and casks 
holding liquids such as wine and spirits.

American White Oak is a hard, heavy wood, and has low stiffness and good overall strength, 
making it increasingly popular as a structural timber. It also has very good steam bending 
properties.  White Oak machines well and is easy to glue, nail and screw. It readily accepts stains 
and polishes to a good finish. The heartwood is susceptible to lyctid borer attack and to termites.

American White Oak is imported into Australia and is readily available through specialist wood 
dealers.  

In the United States American White Oak is used for a wide variety of purposes, including structural, 
exterior and interior applications, and in the making of vats for spirits and wine.  Due to its 
interesting and prominent grain pattern and consistency of colour throughout the range of 
subspecies marketed as American white oak, it is a popular species for flooring, and in Australia 
is mostly for this purpose and for joinery and furniture.

Content provided by WoodSolutions.com.au | Images provided by Britton Timbers Australia
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American Black Walnut
American Black Walnut is a medium to large hardwood, native to the eastern regions of North 
America.  Its heartwood ranges from a golden to rich chocolate brown colour, sometimes with 
narrow streaks of a darker purplish-brown.  Sapwood is a distinctive creamy white colour.  
American black walnut is a fine and generally straight-grained timber, although sometimes it has 
an attractive wavy or curly grain, giving it a highly decorative figure.

By virtue of its appearance, durability and ready workability – being only moderately hard –
American Black Walnut is an excellent cabinetmaking timber.  It performs well with both machine 
and hand tools and can be polished to a high finish.  It is also an excellent timber for carving and 
turning and is suitable for steam bending.  It glues satisfactorily if conditions are carefully 
controlled.  It is suited to high-end cabinetwork, and is a timber of choice for gunstocks.  Other 
applications include general furniture and joinery work.

American Black Walnut is an exceptional cabinet and furniture making timber due to its attractive 
appearance.  The timber is also used for doors, flooring, joinery, mouldings and turnings.  In 
Australia, Black Walnut is typically available as a veneer and used for paneling and cabinetry.

Content provided by WoodSolutions.com.au | Image provided by Britton Timbers Australia
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Blackbutt
The common name Blackbutt came about due to the tree’s appearance after bushfire, whereby the 
buttress - or butt - was significantly darkened.  It is also known as Coastal Blackbutt to distinguish it 
from the tableland species, New England Blackbutt.

Due to its quick growth and versatility, Blackbutt makes a good plantation timber.  It is a commonly 
available commercial hardwood species in New South Wales and southern Queensland, often used 
for building framework.

The heartwood ranges from golden yellow to pale brown, although occasionally a slight pinkish 
colour may be present.  The sapwood, which is not always easy to distinguish, is much paler in 
appearance and is resistant to attack by lyctid borer.  Blackbutt has an even texture and generally 
straight grain making it appealing for interior use applications.

Blackbutt can be stained, painted or polished but there can be issues with painting because of its 
tendency to surface check.  The high extractives of mature wood can cause problems with some 
adhesives, but this is much less of an issue with young regrowth wood.  These extractives can also 
cause staining on painted surfaces exposed to the weather.  Blackbutt machines well but is only fair 
for steam bending.

Blackbutt provides good fire resistance and is one of seven hardwood timber species that was 
found to be suitable by the Building Commission in Victoria for home construction in bushfire areas 
(provided it has a thickness greater than 18mm).

Blackbutt is a versatile timber and is used for structural, exterior and interior applications.  In New 
South Wales and southern Queensland it is very popular for timber framing but is also used for 
cladding, internal and external flooring, decking, joinery, landscaping and furniture.  Blackbutt is 
also used in the manufacture of plywood.

Content provided by WoodSolutions.com.au | Image provided by Britton Timbers Australia
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The Cambia thermal modification process uses high heat to improve its dimensional stability and 
decay resistance.  Cambia products are more dimensionally stable and less prone to cup, warp 
and twist.  Service life of applied finishes is extended which reduces maintenance costs. Cambia 
does not contain any toxic chemicals.  The carbon sequestered within Cambia gives it a rich 
brown colour.  Also known as Thermally Modified Ash, Torrified Ash.

Forest Stewardship Counci100% FSC ® (FSC-C113479) certified, this non-toxic product provides 
a uniform coloration and could well be the first truly green lumber resource that performs better 
and costs less than alternative products developed to replace wood.

The modern, versatile alternative, Cambia is a great looking product that is changing the way we 
think about where and how to how to use wood; Cambia has applied its ground-breaking thermal 
modification process to popular American Ash, Oak, Maple and Poplar, creating an all-purpose, 
all weather product without peer.  By reducing the ability of wood to absorb moisture, Cambia has 
produced a dimensionally stable, decay resistant timber.

It is particularly suited to humid conditions where it is less prone to movement than traditional 
timbers.  Applied finishes last longer on Cambia and maintenance is also reduced.  Because it 
sequesters the carbon in wood, Cambia products have a rich, brown colour perfectly suited to 
modern domestic and commercial applications.

Cambia’s thermal modification process also removes the nutrients in wood that can provide a 
food source for insects and wood-destroying fungi.  As a result, Cambia products do not contain 
any toxic chemicals.

Cambia is by its very nature, an extremely versatile product.  It is used for decking, cladding, 
flooring and general joinery, including doors and windows and is increasingly being used for 
outdoor furniture and spa/pool areas.  Cambia’s special qualities can be used almost anywhere 
your imagination leads you.

Content provided by Britton Timbers Australia  | Image provided by Britton Timbers Australia
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Grey Ironbark is a premium native hardwood that has been well regarded as a high quality timber 
in Australia throughout human history.  Indigenous Australians use it to make spear throwers and 
boil its bark for treating sores.  It is a particularly hard, strong and durable timber, with a broad 
range of applications, due to its resistance to lyctid borers and termites.

The Grey Ironbark is a medium sized tree of 30 to 50m with a stem diameter of 1.5m. The bark is 
hard, coarse, with deep furrows and ridges, ranging from dark brown to black in colour and 
grows even on the small branches.

E. drepanophylla is found from northern New South Wales to Bundaberg, Queensland.  It is also 
found in scattered patches as far north as the Atherton Tableland. E. paniculata is found in New 
South Wales only from Bega to Coffs Harbour.

A very heavy timber, at 1120 kilograms per cubic metre, grey ironbark is dense and can be 
difficult to work.  Dressed surfaces take on a steely sheen.  The timber’s appearance ranges from 
reddish to dark brown heartwood.  The sapwood is lighter in colour and is 20mm thick on average.  
Grain is usually tight and straight and no distinctive figure is encountered.

Both sawn and round grey ironbark timber have a wide range of applications.  Engineering uses 
include railway sleepers, construction, poles and cross-arms, and bridge construction.  
Unseasoned timber is used in house framing, while dressed timber can be employed for both 
internal and external use.  It has also been used in boat, coach, vehicle and carriage building and 
to create sporting goods.

Content provided by WoodSolutions.com.au / mage provided by Britton Timbers Australia
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Red Ironbark is a handsome Australian hardwood that grows readily from Victoria through the 
western slopes of NSW into southern Queensland.  As one of a very distinctive group of Australian 
eucalypts, the Ironbarks, it can be easily recognised by its hard, deeply furrowed, rough bark 
ranging from a dark grey to black hue.  It has been a preferred structural timber for over 200 
years, due to its long-term performance in weather-exposed structural applications.

Red ironbark heartwood is a deep dark red to red-brown.  By contrast, its sapwood is a distinctive 
pale yellow in colour.  The timber’s texture is fine and even with an interlocked grain.  It is extremely 
hardwearing and highly durable, allowing for wide range of external applications.  However the 
timber is very hard to work, limiting some applications that require fine detailing.  It is slow to dry 
and care needs to be taken to minimise surface checking.

Red ironbark is ideal for engineered structures that require excellent durability and strength, 
including wharf and bridge members, poles, railway sleepers, mining timbers.  The timber is also 
suitable for all building construction materials from poles, framing, flooring, decking and cladding.  
Additionally, the wood is suitable for both indoor and outdoor furniture.

The red ironbark tree has a tendency towards piping, where a hollow forms in the trunk’s centre 
trunk and reduces recovery rates and sectional sizes of sawn timber.

Content provided by WoodSolutions.com.au | Image provided by Britton Timbers Australia

Ironbark - Red



Jarrah is a unique Australian hardwood renowned for its versatility.  Its durability and strength 
make it an ideal timber for a range of structural and design applications, with timbers that display 
colours ranging from deep red to blonde.

Jarrah trees grow on the iron and aluminium rich plains of south-western corner of Western 
Australia, from the ranges east of Perth down to Albany.  They are slow growing, their roots often 
reaching to great depths in search of nutrients and water.  Their long, straight trunks, can grow 
up to 40 metres tall and 2 metres in diameter, creating beautifully coloured and grained timbers.  
The bark is rough with a fibrous texture, and covers the entire trunk and smallest branches.  The 
trees do not germinate from seed, but from lignatubers, large underground swellings that store 
energy and nutrients, allowing young trees to regenerate after bushfires.

Jarrah timbers reflect the hues of the Western Australian landscape.  The heartwood varies in 
colour from rich reds to browns, while sapwood ranges from a pale yellow to orange.  The texture 
of the timber is moderately coarse and even-textured grain, although some interlocked, wavy 
grain may feature, creating interesting fiddle-back figure.  This makes it an appealing architectural 
and design material.

Jarrah’s natural properties include a high resistance to weather, rot, termites and even marine 
borers, making it valuable for a range of outdoors uses.  Its density also makes it fire resistant.  It 
can be used in wharf and bridge construction, railway sleepers, cross arms, poles and piles. 
Construction applications include general house framing, flooring, linings, joinery and fencing.
Jarrah’s decorative qualities make it prized for use in furniture, turnery, joinery and parquetry.

Jarrah makes a versatile and aesthetically pleasing decking board based on its natural durability 
and bushfire resistance properties (BAL 12.5 and 10 per all AS3959 applications; BAL 29 when 
used in conjunction with non-combustible wall cladding and enclosed subfloor.

Content provided by WoodSolutions.com.au | Image provided by Britton Timbers Australia
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Karri is a hardwood timber native to Australia. With its durability and distinctive red hues it is 
suited to a broad range of applications.  Most commonly used in construction, it is also valued by 
designers in the manufacture of indoor and outdoor furniture.  Karri timber also features in the 
design of indoor and outdoor joinery.

Karri trees are native to the southwest corner of Western Australia, but are also cultivated in 
plantations internationally.  As one of Australia’s tallest hardwoods, karri trees grow to a height of 
between 45 and 70 metres and are found in areas of high rainfall.  Their botanical name derives 
from the tendency, as their dark bark is shed, for the predominantly white trunks to take on a 
patina of colours from white to grey to deep brown.  Karri timber has an appealing golden 
appearance.  The heartwood varies from reddish browns through to pale pink hues with the 
sapwood being a clearly distinguishable creamy white.  It is moderately durable, but resists 
impregnation with preservatives or other treatments.  The sapwood is susceptible to borer attack 
and is known to be susceptible to termites.

Karri is currently used extensively for flooring, panelling and internal joinery.  Its strength and 
appearance has a wide appeal for fine furniture designers.  It has been used extensively for 
general construction, framing, joists, shipbuilding, sleepers, guides or side beams in mines, 
structural plywood, roofing timbers and pulp and paper.  Greater lengths are available than from 
any other Western Australian hardwood.  The timber also lends itself to use in roofing because it 
can be milled in extensive lengths that are uninterrupted by knots.  Karri makes a versatile and 
aesthetically pleasing decking board based on its natural durability and bushfire resistance 
properties (BAL 12.5 and 10 per all AS3959 applications; BAL 29 when used in conjunction with 
non-combustible wall cladding and enclosed subfloor. 

Content provided by WoodSolutions.com.au | Image provided by Britton Timbers Australia
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Light Red Meranti is a tropical rainforest species found throughout South East Asia and the South 
West Pacific islands, including the Philippines, Indonesia, and east Malaysia.  In Australia, light 
Red Meranti is marketed simply as Meranti, or can be found under the names Borneo Cedar, 
Seraya, Lauan, and Philippine Mahogany. 

The timber’s heartwood ranges from pink to pinkish-brown.  The sapwood is sometimes lighter 
than the heartwood, but differentiation cannot always be made.  The grain is moderately coarse 
but even in texture with quarter sawn material sometimes displaying an attractive ribbon figure.  
Growth rings are absent and rays are medium to fine.

Light red meranti is a softwood and not resistant to termites.  It can be dried using conventional 
methods and bonded using standard procedures. While the sapwood readily accepts 
preservatives, penetration of heartwood is insignificant using current commercial processes.  The 
timber can be painted, stained, or polished but the open grain means surfaces should be filled 
before finishing.  This species also machines well to a smooth surface and takes standard fittings 
and fastenings easily.

Light red meranti is commonly used for decorative applications including paneling, flooring, 
joinery, mouldings, plywood and turnery.  It is regularly sought after for furniture and carving  
as well.

Content provided by WoodSolutions.com.au | Image provided by Britton Timbers Australia
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Silvertop ash is a large, moderately durable Australian hardwood that grows in the southern and 
central coast and tablelands of New South Wales, eastern Victoria and north eastern Tasmania.  
It is also known as ‘coast ash’ due to its occurrence along the coastal areas of the cooler eastern 
states.

Of medium texture, silvertop ash has an interlocked grain and with noticeable growth rings. The 
heartwood is brown, sometimes pinkish and the sapwood is narrow in appearance.  Gum veins, 
markings from pinhole borers and pencil streaks also distinguish the appearance of silvertop ash.

Care needs to be taken when drying silvertop ash, because of its proneness to surface checking 
on the tangential surface. It is also slow to dry.

Silvertop ash provides good fire resistance, and is one of seven hardwood timber species that 
was found to be suitable by the Building Commission in Victoria for home construction in bushfire 
areas (provided it has a thickness greater than 18 mm).

It is mainly used for general construction, but is also used for flooring, furniture, handles, joinery, 
fence posts, cases and chemical pulp.

Content provided by WoodSolutions.com.au | Image provided by Britton Timbers Australia
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Spotted gum is one of Australia’s premium native hardwoods with a striking appearance and a 
high degree of natural durability and strength, making it an ideal timber for a variety of structural, 
exterior and interior applications.  Architects and designers throughout the world value spotted 
gum timbers for their back-sawn grain structure, attractive markings and vibrant colour palette.

Spotted gum is the common name for four species that grow along the east coast of Australia, 
from northeast Victoria to the northern tablelands of Queensland, with some occurrence in western 
areas of southern Queensland.  Sawn timber from these species is generally available throughout 
Australia.  These species have straight, slender trunks with smooth bark that is shed in patches, 
giving the trees their characteristic spotted appearance.

The species referred to as spotted gum vary in appearance but not in durability class or other 
properties. The heartwood ranges from light brown through to dark red-brown hues.  Sapwood is 
usually white to light brown in colour.  The presence of a wavy grain can produce an attractive 
fiddle-back figure.  The wood has a slightly greasy feel, a characteristic that aids machining and 
boring.  Spotted Gum components that are 18mm thick or greater do not require fire retardant 
treatment for use in construction in bush-fire prone areas.

Spotted gum is used in engineering applications such as wharf and bridge construction, railway 
sleepers, cross-arms and mining timbers.  It is suitable for a range of building applications, such 
as posts and poles, framing, flooring, lining, decking and cladding.  Spotted gum is also used in 
the manufacture of veneer and plywood.  Other applications include boatbuilding, tool and 
implement handles, polo sticks and diving boards.  Compared to other Australian hardwoods, 
spotted gum is a minimal staining timber as it is less prone to bleed-through of tannins than other 
species.  Spotted gum is also a good timber for carving and woodturning.

Content provided by WoodSolutions.com.au | Image provided by Britton Timbers Australia
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Victorian Ash
Victorian ash is the trade name for two of the tallest hardwood species in the world. This Australian 
hardwood takes its name from the fact that it grows in the alpine areas of Victoria, Tasmania and 
New South Wales. It can refer to either mountain ash or alpine ash and is marketed under the trade 
names Tasmanian oak or Victorian ash, although it is important to note that the proportions of each 
species can vary considerably.

Victorian Ash is mainly available in Victoria, Tasmania and NSW, with limited availability to other 
parts of Australia.

Victorian ash timber usually has a straight grain but may also produce fiddleback markings and 
have visible gum veins. It has a course texture. The heartwood ranges from pale pink to yellowish 
brown and a walnut colour can be achieved by steaming with ammonia. The heartwood is often 
indistinguishable in colour from the softwood. Care needs to be taken when drying Victorian ash 
because of its proneness to collapse and internal checking, as well as surface checking on the 
tangential surface. There is minimal shrinkage after drying. To ensure good quality boards, logs are 
quarter-cut, which provides excellent dimensional stability. Reconditioning is standard practice.

While Victorian ash can be used for general construction, such as framing, its low to moderate 
durability means it is best suited for interior applications such as flooring, paneling, high value 
joinery and furniture. Victorian ash is also used to manufacture plywood and may also be used for 
boxes, crates and paper pulp. Victorian ash is grown as a plantation timber due to its quick growth 
and resistance to insect attack. 

Content provided by WoodSolutions.com.au | Image provided by Britton Timbers Australia
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Western Red Cedar
Western Red Cedar is a large softwood that grows in British Columbia and some of the nearby 
western states of the USA including Washington, Oregon, Montana and Idaho.

Western Red Cedar will remain dimensionally stable under most weather conditions and is not 
prone to shrinkage or swelling.  Due to its versatility, it can be used for both internal and external 
applications such as cladding, linings, joinery, windows and roofing shingles.  Natural preservatives 
provide resistance to fungus and insect attack, while its low density offers very good thermal 
insulation qualities.  Western Red Cedar also delivers impressive acoustic properties.

Visually, Western Red Cedar is favoured for its rich and inviting colours.  The heartwood ranges 
from a pale brown through to a richer dark brown.  The sapwood is a paler yellowish white colour.  
It has a fine texture and straight grain with growth rings often visible.

A durable, yet soft timber, Western Red Cedar has a good workability.  It cuts, machines and glues 
well and can also be painted, stained and polished.  Precautions should be taken when sanding 
Western Red Cedar as the sawdust can cause irritation for some people.

It nails and screws well, however if timber is damp it is corrosive to iron and copper, so hot-dipped 
galvanised nails/screws should be used where required, and any copper plumbing, fittings or 
sheathing isolated from contact with the wood.

Western Red Cedar can be brittle along the end grain and sharp cutters are recommended due to 
its soft nature.  It is not suitable for steam bending.  Western Red Cedar is commonly available with 
significant quantities being imported into Australia.

Content provided by WoodSolutions.com.au 
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WORLDWIDE TIMBER TRADERS PTY LTD
ABN: 93 009 384 454

179 Barrington Street, Bibra Lake WA 6163
PO Box 1184, Bibra Lake WA 6965
T: 08 9418 3222  |  F: 08 9418 3240

E: info@wwtt.com.au  |  W: wwtt.com.au
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